The Kambia Appeal, UK

Achievements since June 2006

1. We have now changed the name of the charity from The Kambia Hospital Appeal to The Kambia Appeal, UK, to reflect the widening of our support beyond the hospital to some of the district’s health centres, and to allow us to support other projects beyond “health”, such as school education, if we so wish in the future.

2. The Kambia Appeal now has a new Project Manager in Sierra Leone.  Mr Moses Kabba, former head teacher at Kolenten School has been working for us since September and has made great progress in working with the Ministry of Health and the Kambia District Council on our behalf. 

3. We are in the process of registering the Kambia Appeal, UK, as an international NGO in Sierra Leone.  Although we have been a registered charity in the UK since our inception in 1992, it is now necessary to register locally as well.  As an NGO we will have automatic duty-free status on all consignments of goods we send. 

4. We are also about to have a permanent base in Kambia, the house and compound previously occupied by MSF.  From 8 June we will be able to offer visiting medical staff and students from the UK a comfortable place to stay, close to the hospital. With MSF leaving Kambia this week, there will be an even greater need for medical personnel to help at the hospital, so we hope to establish a rolling programme of visits by doctors, nurses and midwives over the coming years.  All those who wish to apply..............      

5. Our project to renovate the health centre at Barmoi, a town about 16 miles from the Kambia hospital, is now underway.  The contractor has started work on the staff quarters, and the local paramount chief is providing alternative accommodation during the work so that the staff can remain close to the clinic.  The work should be finished within two months. This is a £15,000 undertaking, and we are very grateful to Polly Boyd and Lizzy Pelly for helping to raise over £3,000 toward this for us at the Delrey House Christmas Shopping Emporium.

6. We now have six motorbike ambulances in Kambia. The vehicles were donated to us by the E-Ranger Production Company, and are worth a total of £32,000.  The ambulances will be based at the health centres in Barmoi and Maselleh, and will provide a vital transport link for pregnant women between rural villages, the clinics and the hospital.  Travelling 30km on one litre of fuel, the ambulances should provide a low-cost means of helping the poorest women gain access to healthcare.  We are currently working with the communities to establish how the bikes will be used and managed locally. 

7. Another new initiative for us is the running of the Maternity Waiting House in Kambia Town.  Originally a Cheltenham idea, the Waiting House has been run by MSF to provide “at risk” mothers with somewhere to stay close to the hospital prior to giving birth.  The House will also be used to accommodate VVF patients prior to their fistular operations in Freetown at the Mercy Ships hospital.  

8. We now have two Cheltenham Scholars hard at work studying for new qualifications.  Joseph Kalokoh, the theatre assistant at the Kambia hospital, is about to complete his first year at Njala University in Bo, training to become a Community Health Officer.  Once qualified, Joseph will be in charge of a health centre in Kambia, with skills and responsibilities similar to a doctor.  Francis Pieh, the Laboratory Assistant at the hospital is now at the Medical School in Freetown, studying for a Diploma in Laboratory and Allied Medical Skills.  It is hoped that we will be supporting more scholars on the CHO course in the coming year. 

9. Two medical students from the UK completed their medical electives in Kambia: Olly Harvey in November and Alison Holman in April.  Three more students, Toyin Ajayi, Patrick Howlett and Robert Hughes, will be working in the district from August through to October.

10. The Appeal purchased three foetal heart monitors for use in the hospital maternity ward.
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