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Welcome to the 13th Kambia AGM, and especially to Frances Pearce, the matron at Kambia, and Veronica Jarboe, who is the midwife in charge of the antenatal clinic. It is a great pleasure to have you with us this evening.

At last year’s AGM, I said that after a year of consolidation, we were ready to move forwards. I hope that by the end of this evening, you will agree that we have done just that.

To recap, our patrons have remained the same, and we are very pleased to see some of them here tonight.

The trustees are Paula Froggatt, Sean Elyan, John Kloer, Alan Dick and myself. During the year we have met in June, September, November, February and May at Allenfield Road, with the main purpose of reviewing the progress and finances of the Appeal.

The committee were sorry to lose Jackie Monaghan and Ann Elyan from the main committee, although Ann has remained a member of the fund-raising sub-committee. Members otherwise have remained the same. Chaired by Alan Dick, other members are James Dowling, our official fundraiser and general factotum, now moved to Manchester; John Kloer, our meticulous treasurer; Caroline, who has changed from a gardener to a farmer, and provides us with legal advice; Liz Adams, who runs an exceptional website; Si Cox, who edited the latest newsletter from deepest Wales, as well as providing the band for our recent barndance; Shona Lockyer, who chairs the fund-raising sub-committee and has now made two visits to Kambia without any obvious ill effects; Malcolm Garrett, who has provided sterling support to the fund-raising sub-committee; Joey Kerr-Wilson, who puts up with me and takes minutes at our three-hour long committee meetings; our latest recruit, Dr Iain Lyburn, to help with medical advice; and me. We are always interested in any new members who feel they can contribute.

In all we have met six times, in June, September, November, January, March and just before this AGM.

I am indebted to James Dowling for providing the following list of our achievements over the past year:

Medical Training programmes in Kambia:

In September the KHA funded a 3-day refresher training course for 54 Maternal and Child Health Aides (MCHAs) on identifying obstetric emergencies.

In March this year we funded a major training programme for Traditional Birthing Attendants working throughout the Kambia district. 300 TBAs participated in an intensive 28-day training programme. On completion of the course each TBA was given a new uniform and a box of medical supplies. As part of this programme refresher training for a further 100 TBAs will begin in Kambia later this month.

Visits to Kambia:

David and Liz Holmes and Pat Foggerty visited Kambia in April this year as a follow up to their previous visit with midwives Emily O’Connor and Gaynor Faulkner last year. In October, Richard Kerr-Wilson, Shona Lockyer and James Dowling made site visits to 3 rural health clinics in need of rehabilitation and support from the KHA.  They also visited schools in Kambia with links to schools in Gloucestershire.  James and Shona returned to Kambia last month to begin an application to Comic Relief and to assess the preparation for new projects in Kambia, including a trial emergency transportation scheme. Medical students Julia Fortes and Johnathan Cooper worked on research projects at rural clinics in the district.

Visits to Cheltenham:

We funded visits by Daniel Macarthy (Pharmactist) and Francis Pieh (Laboratory Technician) in June 2005 to train in their respective departments at Cheltenham General.  This year we welcome Veronica Jarboe (Sister of Under 5s Clinic) and Frances Pearce (Hospital Matron). 

Personnel in Kambia:

The KHA now has an office in Kambia and employs a local co-ordinator - Mohamed Conteh. We have recently paid for office furniture, stationery and a mobile phone. We continue to fund a satellite link for direct email contact and also employ a local driver for the KHA’s vehicle.  In December we paid a cash bonus to 82 volunteer health workers at the hospital. 

Equipment sent to Kambia:

Earlier this year we shipped a container loaded with 2 delivery beds, 26 delivery kits and refills, 3 sterilising units, 57 bicycles and accessories, medical supplies and teaching dolls. We also purchased a blood sugar monitor for the laboratory. Last month we purchased 3 sets of basic medical equipment for rural health centres at Barmoi, Kamagbewu and Konta.

Equipment purchased locally in Kambia:

Over the year we sent money for mosquito nets for the hospital wards, a fridge for the pharmacy, pots and pans for the hospital kitchen and waterproof capes and boots for district staff to wear during the rainy season.

Drugs and supplies:

Cholera supplies and HIV test kits.

Vehicles in Kambia:

We have continued to fund the fuel and maintenance of the KHA’s truck, which is used by the hospital for transporting staff, patients and supplies. We have also just purchased a further Honda motorbike, this time for the KHA co-ordinator.  

Forth-coming Projects:

Lifecycle motorbike ambulances. These are being shipped from South Africa, and we hope that Kambia will be a model for their use in the rest of Sierra Leone.

Scholarships for the training of community health officers, nurses and midwives

On-going training of MCHAs (possible building of a training centre at Kambia Hospital)

Community health education projects

Facilitating a supply of free drugs and medical equipment for the district

Fundraising: Details will be provided in John Kloer’s Treasurer’s report, but particular mention should be made of the local events: the Palm Wine Extravaganza, organised by Polly Boyd and Emily O’Connor and their spouses; John Kloer’s golf day in the Summer; another Elyan Big Breakfast, and another Kambia Concert, provided by Pate’s Grammar School, and the recent Barn Dance. 

James Dowling’s talents have continued to bring any a steady supply of funds from corporate donors and fund-raising bodies, and we are very grateful for the very generous support from the multitude of private individuals, without whom we would cease to exist.

In the coming year, we hope to concentrate especially on training for staff in Kambia, and we are delighted to learn from Frances and Veronica that a new maternity block is in the process of being built. This should open in four months, and will include its own operating theatre – just like Cheltenham!

